
CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN
As I write these words the mist is rolling across the 
valley with an outside temperature more typical 
of December than mid April, but hopefully, long 
before publication, Spring will have arrived and we 
can be looking forward to a long hot summer !

The work of the Village Hall Management 
Committee continues at a pace with a wide range 
of activities and considerable improvements to the 
facility in the pipeline. We have recently installed 
Broadband with WiFi connectivity along with 
new computer equipment and software, which is 
intended to assist in widening the scope of The 
Village Hall, particularly for commercial hirers.

We are developing an entirely new-look website 
which, as well as providing full details of the 
Village Hall activities and booking information, 
will hopefully become a recognised resource for 
all matters relating to Coal Aston. It will feature 
a local history section and local news and events 
cover. We are also keen to use the website to 
promote local groups and businesses, with whom 
we enjoy regular working relations. The website 
is due for launch by the time this publication is 
distributed, at the address 
www.coalastonhall.org.uk.

Last year’s Gala will be diffi cult to beat but looking 
forward to July 6th this year we can confi dently 
predict a very special Gala weekend with our new 
event team well ahead in their planning. There 
will be many exciting new features along with the 
tried and tested favourites, and hopefully the RAF 
will avoid mechanical failure this time to make it 
with the Hurricane fl ypast scheduled during the 
afternoon. Keep an eye out for details in the local 
press later.

Meanwhile, please take time out to have a look 
through our diary of events in this issue; there are 
some top quality entertainments in the pipeline 
and we’re always delighted to welcome newcomers 
to our fantastic venue.

Peter Gray
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Coal Aston Gala Weekend
The 6th and 7th July promises to be the busiest Gala Weekend 
for many years, and possibly the busiest ever.

It all starts at 12.30 on Saturday 6 July when 
the Annual Gala will be formally opened. 

We shall have many regular games and stalls, 
including Punch and Judy, a children’s infl atable 
and roundabout, entertainments, tug-o’-war 
and the Coal Aston Bowling Club will test your 
bowling skills. We are expecting a fl y past by a 
Hurricane from the Battle of Britain Memorial 
Flight, but we have not yet been advised of the 
time for the fl y past. The Gala itself will fi nish at 
about 16.30 after the popular children’s races.

At 13.45 there will be a Blessing of the Well 
Dressing, opposite the Village Hall, and at 
17.00 there will be the dedication of the new 
War Memorial in the Cross at the top of Kiln 

Hill, a few minutes walk from the Village Hall.

On Saturday evening there will be a Gala 
Concert in the Village Hall, doors open at 19.30 
for curtain up at 20.00. The Concert will feature 
Ruby Macintosh, hosted and supported by 
Scuppered. 

To complete the weekend, on Sunday 7 July 
in the Village Hall we have an exhibition of 
paintings and other art works and crafts by 
the Royle Art Group, the Norton Wood Carvers 
and Heather Vickers and a display of old 
photographs of Coal Aston.

It has all the ingredients to be a weekend 
to remember. 
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Village Voice Briefs

Village Hall Hire Charges 
Due to ever increasing costs the hire charges for 
the Village Hall have been increased by some 
3% since 1 April. 

Clock tower 
As you will see in our Gala Weekend item 
the proposed Village War Memorial has now 
become a reality thanks, largely, to the initiative 
led by Anthony Hutchinson. The Village Hall 
Management Committee has now embarked on 
a venture to provide a Village Clock on the roof 
of the Village Hall. We hope this will appeal 
and get public support, so becoming a reality in 
the near future. 

Coal Aston WI
The Coal Aston WI meets at the Village Hall on 
the second Wednesday each month and would 
extend a warm welcome to new members. For 
further information, telephone 0114 2745317. 

Broadband installed
In view of our need to be ready when the 
demand arises, we have recently installed WiFi 
and broadband at the Village Hall. The system 
consists of a single router which can give 
access to the internet using wired or wireless 
connections. To provide reliable coverage across 

all the rooms in the Hall, we can offer extended 
access by using Powerline Adapters and/or 
a 300Mbps Wireless Extension via Powerline. 
Further details can be provided on request.

Norton Players 
Following the successful run of Fantastic Mr 
Fox last year, Norton Players return 27-29 June 
with the family favourite ‘Wind in the Willows’. 
It is a large cast of all ages and especially gives 
our younger members a chance to show off 
their talents. The evening includes a cheese 
supper for adults and ‘Toad’s Tuck Box’ for 
juniors. It promises to be a fun night so get 
your tickets now. All tickets £6, available from 
0114 2372326. Or call in on rehearsal nights, 
Wednesday and Sunday from 7.30pm

Thank you
When the heavy snow arrived suddenly in  
late January, users were unable to access  
the car park because of the deep drifts. Our 
caretaker, Bob, mentioned this problem to  
Gary Fletcher Surfacing Ltd, of Callywhite  
Lane, who immediately sent a group of men  
to clear the car park - at no charge. We’d like  
to acknowledge their kind action, which  
allowed us to keep the Village Hall running  
at a difficult time.

SAVE OUR BUS
You may already be aware that from the 31st 
March 2013 the 44/44a Stagecoach bus service 
between Chesterfield and Sheffield via Coal 
Aston has been reduced to one per hour. The 
44a now only runs between Chesterfield and 
Coal Aston.

Many travellers work in Sheffield and a reduced 
timetable at peak times will result in residents 
reverting back to using their cars, adding to the 
congestion and carbon emissions at a time when 
Sheffield Council have just announced increased 
parking charges of 17%.

Stagecoach say that following their increased 44 
service in 2008, the route has only attracted a 

20% increase in passengers, which is insufficient 
to offset the investment (even before the higher 
fuel and wages costs). 

Unfortunately a service is not a service, it is 
only a business, leaving Coal Aston out in the 
cold. Meanwhile the residents have submitted 
a 740 signature petition to the Council and 
Stagecoach, and have suggested that a nearby 
route (79, 43 or X17) could be adjusted via Coal 
Aston. Let’s Hope!

Anyone wishing to get involved can write to 
Rupert Cox, Stagecoach Commercial Director, 
or follow the Facebook group:- Dronfield & Coal 
Aston against cuts to the 44a.

REGULAR ACTIVITIES AT  
THE VILLAGE HALL

Monday 
Learn Spanish 

11.00 – 12.00 hours 
For information telephone 01246 203650 

Ladies Keep Fit 
Two classes 18.45 and 20.00 hours

For information telephone 0114 2746480

Sing Out 
Singing lessons 19.00 – 21.00 hours

For information telephone 01142540246 or 
07805 326 908

Tuesday 
A Star Leisure

Cheer Leaders 17.00 – 18.00 hours

Stop Smoking
17.30 - 19.30 hours

For information telephone 0800 085 22 99

St John’s Marching Band
18.45 - 19.45 hours

Short Mat Bowling Club
19.45 - 22.15 hours 

Wednesday 
Zumba fitness class
18.30 – 19.15 hours

For information telephone 07956 165287

Norton Players
19.30 - 22.00 hours;

For information telephone 0114 2746124

WI meet on the second Wednesday  
19.15 hours 

For information telephone 0114 2745317

Thursday 
Pilates 

19.00 – 21.00 hours 

For information telephone 0114 2747059

Ladies Keep Fit in the Main Hall
18.45 - 19.45 hours

Friday
Rooms available for private hire

Saturday
Rooms available for private hire

Sunday
Rooms available for private hire

Norton Players 19.30 - 22.00 hours

Stamp Fair 
Third Sunday of each month

See notice in foyer for confirmation of dates. 
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Coal Aston Folk
What a tremendous start to the 2013 season, with three 
fantastic concerts played to full houses. Scuppered did the usual 
support and hosting and were delighted to welcome so many 
people to these events.
Dave Berry and The Cruisers in January gave us 
another tremendous sell-out night, with his fans 
from near and far enjoying a fab set of his own 
and many other 60’s hits. He’d made quite a 
few changes to the set this year and I think the 
overall reaction was even more enthusiastic than 
previous years. To catch a song from their Village 
Hall appearance on Youtube type in “Dave 
Berry - Stormy Monday Blues”. We have already 
booked him for January 25th 2014.

February saw the return of Scotland’s premier 
band The Tannahill Weavers who, despite the 
snowy weather, attracted a huge crowd and gave 
a faultless performance of material from North of 
the border, covering their proud national history 
but interspersed with contemporary song and 
music. It’s always a thrill to hear the traditional 
bagpipes, and we weren’t disappointed.

Our March event gave us a second opportunity 
to feature local Beatles tribute band Johnny 
and The Moondogs. They are truly brilliant with 
two sets stuffed full of accurate and faultlessly 

delivered songs from The Beatles back catalogue. 
They don’t stick to the tried and tested hits but 
are just as comfortable with more obscure tracks, 
lifted, for example, from The White Album. 
To see for yourselves take a look at Youtube 
“Johnny and the Moondogs - Dig a Pony” 
recorded on the night from the sound desk. This 
was our busiest ever night; apologies to those 
who missed the tables as we were forced to 
sacrifice the space to accommodate more chairs.

Our next event, on May 18th, marks a long 
overdue return from the North East Folk legend 
Bob Fox. 

For the last 18 months he has been playing a 
lead role in the West End stage production of 
Warhorse and has now returned to his Folk roots. 
He is simply the finest solo performer on the 
scene and it’s an enormous privilege to be able 
to have him appear on our stage.

All enquiries to Pete on 01246 410611 - email 
Petegray@scuppered.org

Meet the Management 
Committee Sue Beety
The first five years of my life were spent in 
Pitsmoor, Sheffield, my family and I residing 
with paternal grandparents. Tin bath, no 
bathroom and an outside loo were pretty 
common in the 50’s. 

After several house moves and various 
schools we settled in the Birley area 
of Sheffield. Having passed my 11plus 
exam, I attended King Ecgbert, an all girls 
school and finally Thornbridge Grammar, 
completing my education with three years 
at catering college. My first job was at 
Mount St Mary’s boarding school, Spinkhill. 

I have a daughter and son, Charlotte 36 and 
Matt 33. After serious ill health in 2007, I took 
early retirement after 20 years employment 
and moved to Coal Aston in October 2010 
with my partner Derek. 

My hobbies include cookery, photography, 
walking, gardening and travelling. I love 
the great outdoors. 

I first became involved with Coal Aston 
Village Hall in 2011 when I assisted with 
the well dressing and attended the annual 
gala, a very enjoyable day. My partner and 
I were both voted onto the committee in 
2012. This year I am also assisting with the 
organisation of the gala which will be held 
in July. 

Some of my time is also spent as a 
voluntary worker at Ashgate By Design in 
the Forge, Dronfield. 

Life in Coal Aston is very enjoyable, with no 
time for boredom!

You may remember our previous articles on 
Coal Aston Aerodrome which were published 
in the Autumn 2004 and Autumn 2011 
copies of Village Voice. Since then we have 
heard from Andrew Bradbury, who provided 
us with this interesting photograph. It was 
taken by his grandfather, William Harris, 

at the aerodrome in 1918. On the extreme 
right is George Trendall, Andrew’s great-
uncle, who was an Engine Fitter at the 
aerodrome. To the left of George is  
Evelyn Hurst, Andrew’s grandmother,  
and on the extreme left is Emily Hurst, who 
married George.

Andrew has suggested that we might 
have a special display about Coal Aston 
Aerodrome, and we are planning to do 
this on the Sunday of Gala weekend, in 
the Village Hall. Whilst we do have some 
memorabilia, we would welcome any 
additional material that you might have, 
and would be pleased to make copies of 
this, with your permission. If you are able 
to help, please contact andrewjbradbury@
aol.com or phone 01246 415033.

Old Coal Aston
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COAL ASTON VILLAGE HALL
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Saturday 11 May
Cotton Grass Theatre present  

YOU MIGHT AS WELL LIVE
An evening with Dorothy Parker 

A show featuring the words, wisdom and  
wisecracks of one of America’s 

foremost jazz writers. Tickets £8.00  
Telephone 0114 236 3520

Saturday 18 May 
BOB FOX

Back on the scene after his highly successful  
year as Songman in the 

West End production of Warhorse.  
Hosted and supported by Scuppered
Doors open 19.30 for 20.00 hours.  
Tickets £ 10.00 See detail below**

Wednesday 26 June to Saturday 29 June
Norton Players present WIND IN THE WILLOWS

Curtain up 19.30.  
Tickets information 0114 2372326 

Saturday 6 July 
COAL ASTON VILLAGE GALA, WELL DRESSING 

& WAR MEMORIAL DEDICATION
Gala opens at 12.30 and Blessing of the Well 

Dressing 13.45 hours and 
dedication of the new War Memorial at  

The Cross at 17.00 hours.
GALA EVENING CONCERT 

A great night of entertainment with special guest 
Ruby Macintosh back after she wowed the audience 

last year. Hosted and supported 
by Scuppered. A Gala night indeed.

Doors open 19.30 for 20.00 hours. Tickets £6.00. 
See detail below**

Sunday 7 July 
ARTS AND CRAFTS EXHIBITION 

In the Village Hall featuring work by The Royle Art 
Group, Norton Wood Carvers and Heather Vickers 

(crafts) and some views of Old Coal Aston.  
Entry is free and refreshments will be available. 

Saturday 7 September 
ELBOW JANE 

We welcome back for a third visit this superb 
Contemporary acoustic Band from the Wirral. Hosted 

and supported by Scuppered.  
Doors open 19.30 for 20.00 hours.  

Tickets £10. See detail below**
Saturday 28 September

THE WHITE PEAK
Illustrated talk by Andy Firth at 19.30 hours.

Admission at the door £3.00.  
Light refreshments available.

Saturday 12 October
THE SWING COMMANDERS 

It is a privilege to be able to see this incredible Band 
here again. It is sure to be a sell out so BOOK EARLY. 

Hosted and supported by Scuppered. 
Doors open 19.30 for 20.00 hours. Tickets £10.00. 

See detail below**
Saturday 28 September
Travels Around Britain

Illustrated talk by Andy Firth at 19.30 hours.
Admission at the door £3.00. Light refreshments 

available.
STAMP FAIRS at the Village Hall on the third 

Sunday each month. 
See the Foyer notice board for further details.

Coal Aston Village Hall is acknowledged as the 
district’s most popular venue for live entertainment. 
There is always a big demand for tickets for concerts.

** To order CONCERT tickets contact Petegray@
scuppered.org or Hodge358@btinternet.com.

Licensed bar provided at Concerts
 

ROOMS  
FOR HIRE

The Village Hall has three rooms available for 
hire at various times. In addition to the Main 
Hall, which is ideal for dances, parties and 
concerts, there are two meeting rooms able 
to accommodate up to 30 people, depending 
upon the layout. One of these rooms is ideal 
for serving a buffet or as a quiet room, for 
events in the Main Hall, whilst the other has a 
computer/video projector. The Hall offers an 
ideal venue for all occasions.

For more information contact a member of the 
Management Committee and for prices and 
availability telephone 01246 418573. 

Do you have a classic vehicle?
For the past few years we have had classic vehicles at the Annual Gala and these have not only 
generated quite a lot of interest, but also helped to raise considerable funds for the community.  
If you would like to display your car, commercial, motorcycle or tractor at the Gala on Saturday 
6 July we would very much like to hear from you. For further information please contact Andrew 
Bradbury on 01246 415033 or 0788 773 5833. Alternatively, you can e-mail andrewjbradbury@
aol.com . Prior booking is required because we may be short of space. Vehicles would need to arrive 
by 12:00 noon.


